government of INDIA 
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHAEOLOGY; 

central archaeological I 

LIBRARY : 

K\. (S' 



• * 1 




, 


4 . 



























4 

*»• 























MEMOIRS OF THE 

ARCHEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA 


No. 67 

paSichalas and their capital 

AHICHCHHATRA 


BY 

Dr. BIMALA churn LAW, M.A., B.L, Ph.D,. D. Litt, F.R.A.S.B.. 

i4rdW.|faiI */ .* Fdha. «#c, tk. 



c)|'5.03 

2»A* 



1 



PPBUlbSP T“l« MAPAtiW OF POW. 1 CAKON», D«.B 1 
Pv.'tTBu ST Tint MisJifiEH, (InvEotniKST or Tsmua Pukhk. Cauiiitta 









List of Agents in India and Burma from whom 
Government of India Publications are available. 


AB6aTTAl»AI)—Book Stow, 

AGRA— 

Tmj Koui. 

Indioji ArtDy Book Drp^, Dol^ImkIl 

AttMKDABAU-^H. L, Olk^ of Cmommo Oo-openti^fr 
Sioc?» LuL 

AJMRR-BAnthiym ft CO.p Ltil. Suyon Roi-tt 
AKfJL,^—H*kiihi* Sir M. G. 

AU^KAILVI>— 

Ontrml Hook DOpot, 44. Jq^^angAUj. 

EiLabuUin« 17-A* City Rofed^ 

Hfun Narajii Lai. I« Bank Roftd. 

SupMintorvdnit, IVintin^r *«1 Stationwy^ P* 

Wbcvlrr ft Co,, Mr«iri. A. Br 

BOMBAS'— 

Co upruaton' Book Btpot^ ®i, BakehonM lajno^ Fort^ 
Intmuiiodd Book Hooaf, Adb L<w, Eaplawlc Road. 

.IcMhl. Mr V. O., Nem AfcmU Bftria, Fi^ FJplod. 

Kothiui Book Di^pot, 

Lakhaiti Book Drpot, BomkoT 4* 

N>w B<»k Co.^ Kitab Mahal, Horahy HovL 

PopuJar Book I>jpott Orant Rood. 

^opniotroAptil, CoiM, Printing ft Statkmnrjp Qurco^i Roui. 
Tanpormla SoHi ft Cow, SlriHliP. B,, B# 

Tbacfcx ft Cto., LlytL^ 

Tripatbi ft Ok^ Mfuia. "H, PriiiMsrt Stfoet, Raibii^ri 

KoaxJ. 

WhwlpT ft Co.,, SlfwariL A, H. 

CALCUTTA— 

Book Uompany, 

Chattrfji'T ft Co., 3, Harhmm CbatUri^o Laoe, 

CboktTVPrtty, C^tirrfro ft Co., Ltd., 13, Ooltfgr 
Du C upta ft Co., 1S4/^, College Street. 

HiikIq Mtmcy, 137-Ft BaJamm Dp Btnwt. 

Labiri ft Cd., Lut., Mpsara. IC. 

Mot millan ft Co„ Ltd,» 294, Bov ffiaurf^lmL 
Nr^nuJi ft Cb., Lid.,, McW«. W» 

Boy ChoYdfaurr ft Ctjy, Meum. X. M,, 72 , Harriiwii Road “ 
Baku ft Sotja* McaaPHit M- C.» Ilk Colh^ 

^rkar ft Soiw+ Ltd., fk G., l/lJl-Ct Gollep? Square. 

^tan^Jaitl Lav Book Sodety* 79*1* Ifajriaon Road. 

Thatrkprp mnk ft Co. (10331. LuL 

ft^ Vo., Meani^ A H. 

CAWNPi3Rfi— 

Advani ft Co.p 1^ (k Box \o. LOO. 

(ndian Army Depot, JnliL 

CUTTACK—Prfva f>nk.'fT* (Irbiiia Sceirtariat. 

BKWRA nvHZ— 

Ji]|!al Kiahorr ft Co. 

ZdeaJ Book Drpot, Kajpur HowL 

BELHI— 

tn^prnal Book Depot aod Pmv, Xrar Jama Manjid (Maehhli- 
valan). 

rticoonf-tak f^aw Fublkshing Hdoso, Chandm Chowk.* 

Zndian Army Book BopoL Harya^i}. 

.Taina ft Brnap Mumn. d Sf., Mori Gate. 

OafonI Botpk awl EStatiofwrv Co. 

£!hanla MarKlir, LH., Xai Sarmk. 

Yoiatig 3fan ft Co. (Bf^pl.), Bgorton RoacL 

DUSr BUM CAXITt-^Bengal ¥\ym Clukf 

FEROZEPt>ElE—Engliah Book t>epat, 

OXVALEOB-Jaio ft BfWi., SrHvw. M. B., Rarafa Boatl. 

BVDERABAD {DECCAN HHy4rrahaa Book IVpcrt, Chader- 

^ai, 

JAIPTR — Garg Boot tSi.^ Triptd^a Baiar. 

KARACHI— 

Aero Stoiw, 

Englbfa Bookadall. 
f^taixlard Bookitall. 


KAJtACHI (AADARl—.ManagtT« SinH Covrmwent Book Depot 
anri Hrtord fjfficv. 

LAHORE— 

Kaiwil ft Co.^ Mwrv. N. C.^ Ikionoonrial Buildiiuai Tbo MaJC 
>|jilhni» ft Cd, Mfwn. U. F., P4»t Box Na U. 

Sljiirrva Be ok Rhopp AnarkaH 8tnvL 
4^llljab RedifioDa Book Sooioly. 

Kama KmhnA ft Siinju .AnaHLalL 
Rup^-rinteuclFiit, Oovi, Frinil«|f- l^injab. 

ITu'vrnrity Br.ok A|pmr\v Kaibeii Road„ 

J.iT^KXn\T—Uppar Imlia Publulung Hotme^ Ltdr Litorattm 
Falanv Amlnuddaula iSirk. 

LVALLlNi»E-J.>iiEI Book Ik^poi. 

MADRAJS— 

Hi^nbotbamn. 

SnprriiiterKJe&t, Oori. TWa, Motint Hood 
V'araelaehary ft Co^ SiesariL F, 

S!HOW—BriLub Book Depot, 

MOOA—Army Moikotxy Rtores^ 

NACAPATAM—Vrnkataramw, Mr. B, 

NAOPUR^ 

KJiot ft Bona, MKarn. G. O.^ £rta BnnB, 3rtJ Modi Lait#. 
SuprriTT Undent^ CoTt, Prliiliiii, Central Proviofn. 

NEAV DELHI— 

Baa-a Hafkiabm I km Botli, Feroxcahah Rqad. 

Bhavnani ft Sona. 

Drlhi and U. Flying Club, Lld-f 

Jalna ft Brae., MMan. M., Concailgbl Plaor, 

Kameab Book DeptH ft BtalSoaoi-y Mart, OoniUUgbt Plao& 
^^arMvall Ekad l>cpdt, IS, Lady HanHiige Road. 

PATNA—RupednleniidiL Gormnmpqt Friiiring* HflLar, P* O. 
Gnltarbagh. 

1»ATNA trlTY— 

Lakabmi TimUiig Co., Paiiri-KJ-Hardi, 

Bagbuniitli Pnuml ft Rchm^ 

Sil^a ft Bros.. Meairi. R. P., Gvtii AaEar 

i'E^HXWAB^ 

BritJiib StalioiiCTy' Mart, 

London Book Ca. |India), Arbab BoacL 
Manager BotI, l^nting ft Sirnikmeijm XVW* F. P, 

PESHAWAR CANTT.-^Faqir Chmnd STarnb. 

IHMISA— 

iMatanr Bro., Hom^ Ssrvkr, 4otf, Jtaarhw t*oth. 

DmTad Booloitail, FerurtlwOft COlIrpr Road* 

InlrmatiMial Book Siwiro. 

Ram Krishna Bros., llpponjti^ Binbram Bagh. 

Ql'ETTA—SlaiMlarii BookstaJi. 

RAfKllT—Slubaidal Dosaabhai ^hah. 

RANGIJDX^ 

Biinna Book (lubu Ltd. 

OaiatiHr,i Covt. Bonk (IspotT Burma. 

RAWALPINDI—Kav ft ^4ons* St^san. J., 43 K ft L, Edwanlea 
Road, 

SHILI/LVC^Supfiintmdcidt, Assail) ^r^Uiiat Proii, 
s^JALKOT r/A NTT.—Modem Rook Hrpot* Uaur Road. 
SlALKllT CITY— 

Bnckin^bam ft CSi, Hookfl^-llm ft Stationgn, Gn^vood 
CHBon It Co, 

THR U END POLY FORT-KtWiiiaxm ami ft Cb., Mi™, S*, 
Trppakulam. 

TRIVANDRUM— 

IkoklovTffii" Report TalkwI. 

P. R. Bros., Stain Roaif. 

YEEJA^RE—Vrokataaubban. .Mr A„ Law BookaeJlu- 


-SftOfiia for Incomt^tax^ Law and allirtt t^lblicatkl||a only, 
t Agents for Poblloatidna on A^datfon only. 





PREFACE 


In thb monograph an attempt has been made to trace the biatory of Panchala 
and ite capital Ahichchhatra through ancient Indian literature supplemented by the 
evidence of the itineraries of the Chinese pilgrims and relevant numismatic data. As 
regards the archeological remains at Ahichchhatra 1 should like to draw the readers’ 
attention to Cunningham’s Archseological Survey of India Reports. \ol. 1. pp- '255 
foil. For the convenience of the readers, a map of Panchala has been given at the end. 
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PA/^CHALAS AND THEIR CAPITAL 
AHICHCHHATRA 


1 The Pafichalas and their kingdom 


Panch&la, Hke many other i-ountiies of ancient India, may be supposed 
to have derived its name from the people who occupie<l and establish^ their 
supremacy over it. Acsconlingly the suggestion has l>ceii mooted that it came 
to be known as Panchala only when it became tlie home of no fewer than five 
Vedie tribes, the Krivis, the Turvafes, the Keiins, the Srinjayas and the Soma* 
kas, who eventually merged into one nationaliiy with the Knvis as the original 
predominant element in their unity.^ The incidental mention of the Sindlm 
(Indus) and the Asikni (Oionab) along with the Krivis in a separate verse of a 
hymn in the Rig*Vcda= is not sufficient to establish the connection of the Krivis 
with any region between those two rivers® But the J^atapatha Brahmana 
definitely saya that the Panchatas were in ancient times callctl Krivis/ which 
may be taken to surest that the Krivis could not but l>e a very iinportant 

factor among the people of Panchala. 

The Pa uranic tradition, however, does not lend support to the above theory. 
The Puranas ingeniously suggest u derivation of the name, accordiug to which, 
the kingdom came to be ealletl Panchala froin tho fact that for its king five able 
(suaiar/^t) sons were deemed enough to guard or protect the five provinces 
{mneka As Pargiter puta it, “ It obviously Wgan popularly an a jocose 

nickuame, applied to hia five sous, the ‘Five Cnpables% and naturally would 
have required time to come into ordinart* use."® The names of the five princes 
vary, though not materially, in diffen^nt Jbiranas, one. the Bhtif/amtn (IX. Ch, 
21)i gi'‘hig them as Mudgala, Yavinara, Brihadviw, Kampilya and fSanjaya ; 
another, the I'lVAim (Ch. XIX, Ahka 4), introducing them as Mudgala. Sriujaya. 
Brihadishu, Pravira and Kampilya ; the thinl, the (Cli. !)9), as Mudgala, Srifijaya, 
Brihadishu. Yaviyona and Kampilya ; and the fourth, the .Jf/wi (Ch. 278), as 
Mukula, Srifijaya, Brihudiahn, Yavinara and Krimila. One at least among 
these names, m., Sanjaya or Srifijaya, is apt to remind us of the Vedic trilie of 
that name. The Furfinas seem to .suggest, that the five princes were the 
founders of five cities in five provinces, each city hiiviug been uumed after its 
founder. The Puranas also differ from one another as to the name and parti* 
culars of the king who was the father of those five princes. The BMtjQt-aia 


i ^ ^'*‘*'* p- awK«l Jlirf-lurfw* Ktalriya Tribet, Vol. I, pp. 3l.ft2 i 

U*v Ch*ildhttri, Piiitital llittory oj AteitHt /mIiVi, 4lh «a.. p. 6#. 

1 U«, VoL 1, p. 4S; CliiiidhTirt, oji. «iY„ p, Of, JLimmn't Tiew {AUitditfhu Ubtn, p. iQS) i^rW iu the 
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I vut, «□, 24 i vni, 22 . 12 . 

I Jlr.. XIII. 4. t. 

* P» Ci. M. Ankft 4. Ffljf*., Clt, m 
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ciailfi hitit BharniSiva, born in thtd ftiiirjiv of Diisbniante j th<! I' i^hfiu 
introduces him lis Hary'asvaj born in the iirii ^ the as Riksltat 

bom in the family of Pvimidha ; and ^ ihyaftvn. born in the family 

of Ktiru.^ f 

Ab for the antiquity of the name PaBchala, it ih not met with in any of the 
extant Rig-verfic hymns. It ia quite likely that in the Rig*Vedie period there 
waa no separate kingdom knoa^n by the name of Pafiehala.~ The Pahchalaa 
themselvea as a people then passed as Knvis. The name of Pahchala as a dis¬ 
tinct kingdom l>ecanie well known when the Brahmanas of different Veiks 
were compi!«i. The name of Panchala often forming a dual group with Kuni 
comes before uh prominently not only in the Pali Nihaya list of sixteen Jlaha- 
janapadas,® not only in some of the pre-Biwldhistie Upanbhadfi, Arunyakaa and 
Bmhnianas but even in some of the recensions of tlie Yajur-Veda, the same 
name in its plural form standuig botli for the land and the people who inliabited 
it. The Kanva recension of the Yajaaanetfi Saiiihita (XT, ?t, S) mentions the 
Kuru-Pafichalas. Tlic KYiiJiala Sanihihl (XXX. 2) .speaks of the Panchalas as 
the people of Kesin Dfdbhya. The siime Vedic text (X. 0) alludes to the per- 
formance of the Nalmbhlya sacrifice in the land of the Kuru-PaitchiLlas. The 
Aitaret/a Btahmatta (VUI, 14) mentions the Panchalas along with the Purus, 
as one of the peoples in the Mid-land {Madh^ania dik). The Satapaiha Brahmm^a 
(Xlllf 5, i, 7) refers in several of its passages to the land, kings and people of 
KurU'Pahchala. The Taittirlya Brakntaita (I, 8. 4, 1, 2) speaks of the periodi¬ 
cal military expeditions im<icrtaken by the kings of Kuru-Panchala. The 
t/aiminlj/ti Upamshad Brdhvmiia introduces the Kuril-Panchalas in several eo- 
texts. The Gt>jxttkn Brdhmana (1, 2, 0} mentions the Knni-Pancbalas in an 
interesting list of similar other groups, the Ahga-Magadhas, the KaiT-Koln1a.s, 
the Salva-Matsyas, etc. anticipating the Pali list of sixteen MahBjanapadas. 
The Upanishad references to the Knru-Panchatas need not be cited, coming as 
they do after the Brahinitnas and the Aranyakas. The incntion in the S<ida- 
fHitha Brtihtnana (XI It. 4, 7) of an ancient king of Panchala. known by the name 
of Kraivya Pa rich a k is. however, important as indicating the historical connec¬ 
tion of the Krivifi with the Panchalas. It is not only the name of Panchala 
that goes hack to the [leriod coveretl by the Yaj*ir-Veda and the liralimupas, 
l)ut that of its capital, Kampilya, as well. The Yajur-Vedn-Bamhitax (Pedic 
/ndea'. 1, 14!)) apply the epithet KiVmpIla-vasmT to a woman who wa.s perhaps 
the king 'b chief quetm, the Kampila of the epithet obviously standing for the 
tow'n of that name, the Kfimptlva of later literature. 

Whether we assume that the Panchalas had originally fonuiul a ooiifeduracy 
of five tribes or put faith in the Pauratilc legem) stating that the fir.st king of the 

> L«W. 0 /r> n'r., pp. 63-<'i3. Sre flfi " Thr* Xorth PuficliSlit UyjiiuitV^ *’ ill JRAS, JOlS. pp. S^0.24S; «1» nn 

Xfirti.p«ifAifo " in ibu, mao. pp. w-ioa. 

* Sk Fknrltcr nn tha pnint.,l^,4.V, uris, p. SSS, .^ntvniinx bim.«lonp linn of tingii, bc|{lnntnK with .Ijnnii^hn, 

hml reignrd in Xoith prrvjnda Is tbe tim« wh«l ihp kinpilam aci|uiriHj the MUF sf PaAchU*. in thi»cpnn<*«lkis 

be *«k» W n COITMpnndfnirr betT4>ep tht FeurSnk Benenlofly enil tb« V^<!ir triHlithin of tin* kipyt nf Xfntk P»fl. 

ohiW 

* r/. tli, ttr, p. K, 
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lm<l tivi* iiWe iwiiis to Kovi*m five proviiuns. we .‘aiiiiot hut think tliiit 
the kirigifoin of Pahrlialii wji^. oime i»own to liave been tlivklwl into five portions. 
How the five aivisionw were ami <Ji»erinimatwi we cwnuot exactly, 

sjiy. The ,Saihliitotxt»iM ^||p«*rte^^‘^owever. t^peaks of the Prachyas or 
Eastern Panclialas,‘ a fact wl el^nily ^Want us to infer the existence of the 
Paflchalas who were aist.m|/iiishefi^iH*! Pratlchya or Western. The .litaka am 
the MahmUratu, aa we shall see anon, narrate different stories of the rise of two 
politicAi divisions of the Pahehida ct>nntr>', distin^uisheJ as Pitnchala Proper or 
Ikkshina Pancliala and Uttara or Northern Pafvchala. If so, the siippose 
five divisions may be taken to have been .listinaiushed as Eastern, Western. 

Moiithern. Northern, and fVntTal. „ ^ , - i u.. 

The Kfilhaka SMUu (XXX. 2) alludes to a time when the Panclialas be- 

divided into three sections, and that as a resi.lt of certain rites performed 
bv Keiin Dalbhya. It i» certain that from the age of the Jataka ami the Maha- 
darata, Panchiila Imcame permanently <livided into two well-defined kuigdoms, 
mz. Dakshina Panchala with Katnpilya as iU capital, and Uttara 1 anchala «r i 
Vhichchhatra as its principal town. Ae,cor<ling to the t'hetiya Jataka. the cit> 
(fc the kingdom) of Uttara Panchala was foumM by a Uhedi prince who was 
advised by the family priest. Kapila. to leave by the north gate (n/mro< W 
„f the capital of his fotiier.* The Mohnbhnrnta relates altogether a different 
Rtorv acconlitiK to which the division of the kingdom of Panchala into two waa 
effectcl bv » treatv entered into by the Brahmin teacher, Drona. with Drupada. 
the then king «f PHtudnib, after tfio latter had been .iefeated by the young knru 
pnpils of the former, and seized ami carrietl as a captive. Drona agreed to 
take the northern half of the kingdom which liecame known by the name of 
.Ahichchhatrn or Uttam |•auchgla, while Drupada contimuHl to ride over the 
noiiirining half of his kingdoin distinguished aa S^outliern Panchala. 

2 Antiquity and origin of the name of the Panchala capital Ahichchhatra 
The name of AhMhatra is not as old as that of Kampilya (Pah kSm^Ila, 
Vetlic KampTla).^ althongh l.oth figure in Indian literatiiie aa capitals of Pan- 
chido the former of Uttani-Panchaia and the latter of ‘ 

.Vdhicheiihatra (Skt. Ahichchhatra) certainly finds mention m t ie labhosa cave 
in.scription of Ashidhasciia^ which may l>c dated about the begmnmg of the 
(’hristian era. This is indeetl the oldest epigraphic record mentioning the name 
of Ahichchliatra. The ’I'lHlic mime of Ahichchhatra seema to have been I an- 
rhakra (not Parivakra which occurs as a variant).* the name s^gestmg ntier 
that the cltv was founded on a circular site or that it had derived ita name from 
a circular object, Ptukha ha as a sculptural term denotes a medallion or 

• Fati*bl)ir» '‘ol- 'll. !*J>. 

“ ■;; “I r .. ... ... 
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circular panel.* The Pali Cbctiya .Jataku whlh' giving an account of the founda¬ 
tion of the city of fttara-Farnlnita (wrongly taken to be the tiiune of tl«e city 
itself), distinctly refers to Vkiikrtt-fianjara {Palt Chfikkti-Pttiijara, a wheel franiB), 
which was to be taken as the eogniwince of the mte where the city was to be 
built.* The identity of Ahiclichhatrii with Parir hakra may lie further KiirTnised 
from the fact that of the two cities of Parvchala mentioned in the later Vedic 
texts, the name of one (+.«., KiVinpTla) was n'taine<l throughout, while that of 
the other (»,e,. PanchakrTi) fell into disuse, and in its place a new nanie, Ahich- 
chhatra came into use and renmined current up till tlie time of irineu THang’a 
visit, if not still later. 

.Wording to the Jaiim Vividha-tjrtha-kjilpa, Sarijkhyavati was the earlier 
name of Ahielichhatra. described as the capital of K«nJ-|angala.* 

A,s for the origin of the name of Ahichchhatra. Cunningham observes : 

The name is written AhilalHira* as well as Akkhchhaira^ but the local legend 
of the Adi-raja and the .Niign. who formetl a canopy over his head, when asleep, 
shows that the latter is the correct form. The meaning of the name is * Serpent 
Umbrella \ This granil old fort is .said to have been built by Haja Adi. an Ahii, 
W'hoae futufe elevation to aovereignty was foretold by Drona, when he found 
him sleeping under the guaniiatiship of a serpent with expancUwl hood. The 
fort is also called Adikot, hut the more common name is Ahicliehliatra/’* 
But Jinaprabhasuri in his l'm<ilia-tirfha-k*il]iat seeks to account for the 
origin of the name of Ahichclilmtra by a legend of Parsvanathu, according to 
which when the demon Ktuimtha eausw! out of Ins previous spite an incesiiiant 
rain flooding the city of Sariikliyavati, where Parev'asvamiii wa.s then staying, 
the serpent-king Dhammndra hurried to the spot with hia chief ipieen and pro¬ 
tected the l^rd by coiling himself round his l>ody and sprearlitig a canopy of 
one thousand hoods over his heuil. 'riiereafter the city of Sariikhyfivati came 
to he known by the name of Ahichchhairii.® 

A aindlar legend seems to have been invented by the Buddhists to nccount 
for the origin of the name of Ahielichhatra or “ ^ierpent canopy 

It should lx* notwi that Ptolemy's spelling of the name as Atii.'iatlra** corres¬ 
ponds with .\dhichchhfttTa. met with in the Pabhosa cave inscription of Aslia- 
dhasena. 

3 Identifications of Panchala and Ahichchhatra 
It is generally admitted that Ahichchhatra was the capital of l*ttara l^ahchiila 
(Northern Panchala) and Kaiupilya that of Dakshina Panchala (Southern Pan- 

> BrnniN. fliirAiif. I- 

■ Ml, |<P- 

A f of itlnApniblLfuit^rL rtlilH hy Jinn kUktin N- 

i JInJWILWrriiii. IVitdpiifrtfit. CIjIh 25^ 

t A mcir0i w/ Indiit, pp. 412-Kt- 

nayarf# Ahklu^hkatla Ifi HdiNunt 4ai)fjirynitt, 

T \VaUrJ>, w«* Fuan fjhuyin^ 1.. |>. 33c !; CiknULp^hBrn^ A nnriti InAta, 4 IH-14. 

» .4jtrF>#rl oa rftfia'iiW 6if p. 135. 
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ch&la). In tlie Mahahkamta, Uowever, the kingdom of which Ahichchhat™ was 
the capital is expressly called Ahichdihatra (.-lAicAcAatroA t^AtMf/ah) instead of 
Uttara Pafichila.^ But it is clwirly hinted at in tlie same chapter of the Ureat 
Epic that hv the kingdom of Ahkhchhatra was meant nothing but Uttara Pan- 
chiila. W’c are indeed told that the signifitAnce of the two adjectives Uttara 
(Northern) and Dakshitia (Southern) lay in tlie fact that the northern half of 
Pahchala forming a separate kingdom was aituatml to the north of or extended 
along the northern bank of the Lianges and the soiithem half was situated to the 
south of or extended along the southern bank of the (iangea. Thus the Ganges 
servcfcl as the dividing line or natural boundary between the two kingdoms, 
northi^rn an^l iwiuthern*^ 

According to the MahdhlniUiJa, the kingdom of southern Panchala extended 
as far north as the Bhagirathi and as far south as the C'hamanvati (modern 
Chambal river). As for the extension of Northern Panchala towards the north, 
the Great Epic tells us nothing definitely.* 

Aceortling to the Jaina VividhatirthakalfM, Kainpilya. the capital of Pan- 
cMlu (V,e.. Southern Pahchala). was situated on the bank of the Ganges.* The 
country of Pahchala (iV., Southern Panchala), is placed, however, in an eastern 
quarter of the southern portion of Central India [Dahifhina'fifiaraha-khatjile 
dwde). As for Ahichchhatra, the Jaina account wrongly represents it as the 
capital of Kuru*}ahgala,« which is clearly distinguished in the MaMhhdrata from 
the province of .Ahichchhatra.* 

Cunningham may be right in suggesting that the great kingdom of Paiichalft 
as a whole extendeil from the Himalayas to the Chambal river.' The North 
Panchala embraced the whole of Rohilkhand to the north of the ilauges* while 
the South Panchala included the upywr half of the Dosib between the Ganges 
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Hiul Jiiiiiim.* hfiwevcr. North riiooluiti) with tho tlistricts 

of thf I’nitPtl Provincfit to the east of the (iHiijKeft iiiid iiorth^eaRt of Oudh. iiml 
South Panchala with the eoimtry between the Jiiiiina and the <ian«ps to the 
east and .sotJtli'fast of the Kiinis artil Srirasenas^^ 

Ciijiuingliaiii; ideiitifit'S the eity of Kiiinpilya with iiHatern Kamj)!! on tin- 
olcl Gatiges between Buclaon and FarokhalMoL® while in X. L* Dey's opitiiun it 
was situated at a distanee of 2f< miles north-east of Kutligud in the district of 
Farokhalmdd The pcjint which is 5ii favour of (’iinnitighonrs irletitification is 
that the Jiiinu VindhtitirflMhttpa definitely locates it on the (langes. 

The VimthatlrfhfiMixi. as alreadv notiml. lo<ates the city of Ahichchlmtw 
in Kiirujarigala, while ^'invent A- Smith identifies it witli modern Ibitmmgar 
in the district ttf BareillyThe location of Ahii hchhatra is not at alt clear 
from 11 wen Tsaug's itinerury. fie reached the comitry of Ahiehchhatm by 
travelling 4<t<i U or o\'er Hfi miles south-east from tjovislifnia. The capital. 
Ahicliclihiitra was ‘‘17 or 18 li or just three miles in circuit, and was defended by 
natural obHtaeles/" Thi.« has led {‘uiijiiughfini to identify Ahiehchlmtru with 
a plate that .still prcst'rves its ancient name as Ahiehr/ifiatr. seven miles tci the 
north of Autda.' Tln> VmtffMitTrfhakaljift may he taken to suggest tlie preseue** 
of jai'igids {apparently luiseallwl Kuru-jangula) tii the neigh bon rlnKK| of Ahich- 
chhatra, Tliere wen* jahgals to the north of Aoiik. no doubt. lH*Twta-n Aon hi 
and Ahichchhatra. from which position the Katchria Rujptits witlistciod the 
Muslim forces under Firu2-shali Tnghlak.** 

Mr. Jwala Kahay Mkhra iiicline.s to identify Ahiehehimtra with tiie miaicfu 
A illage. Arura, which lies a little north of the village of Khutlaur in EVitiala .Stated 
the accuracy of which is lugJily probleumtical.^'* 

4 Pafich&la: its miers and political vtcissitudos 


Sonic of the older Brahmanas bear h clear testinionv to the conaiderubje 
military strength and political supremacy of tire PafidiSlas and their riiiei^ 
The Sat^patha Btahnmm (Xfll. d. 4. 7). for instance, inentioim Kraivya. thV 
king of Panclmla. among the ancient monarchs of India, who had performed the 
Abvamedha sacrifice. Tlie Bm/mMiiw cite^^ two i/iiMan «r ndulatorv vemes otle 
of which brings out the fact that at Parivaktu or Parichakrfi, the l>a he ha hi overlord 
of the Knvis seized the horse which was meet for sacrifice with gift^* of a hundrcl 
thoiiaand heads of cattleA' The second verse hinta at the magnificence of the 
hom-aamfi^- performed by Kraivya when it states that the Brahmins of the 
laiichalas from every ijuarter aaaemb]t.-d tliera and divided between them a 
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rhott^itul inynarlii, mid fivi' iinrl tivt'iity Imiidn* *d of Tlio Aitureya liffih- 

MtfUHi if' ftojinectiou witb tl'i' of [tulra. thnt tbr PnuL'lialas 

were one of (lie ndiog peo]iIe)i ill tlie firmly est'ahJishrd nr 11 id- 

IsikL^ who wen* miointeii for kingship. Tlie ^^ataftatha Bffl/itmina also informs 
ns that tJuf kings of the Korn-Pa hr ha las ]KTfomie<l also the HajasGya sacrifiee, 
as A proof, no doiiht, of their fioUtiral greatness. Tin* BrtihmaMa (L 

H. -t, S-^) tells UK ill the .same strain how the kings of the Kuru-Pariehalas marched 
forth on raids in the winter season and returned in the summer.^ The Aitarei/a 


Hmhmam (IX. 311. 23) intTotliiees us to another amient and most powerful king 
of the Pahdmhis by the name of Durmnkha.'* He is said to have made exteii- 
dve i;oiU]nests in evers* direction. The Pali KiiniHhakara Jatakii* spi'iika pro- 
Uiihly of the «imi* king. Dnrmiikha. of Paiiehab (irttarfl-Panchfilu. according 
to the Jutaka). The Buddhist Elirth-story. however, relates an anecdote 
according to w-hich King Dnrmnkha ubniidonefl his kingdom to attain the spiri¬ 
tual insight of a great saint (Pratyeka-Buddlia) on the realiHation of the dreadful 
effects of lust- The Jaina’ t ttor^fthyajftimi Si/irff spells the name of thi.s ancient 
king of PaiVhala as Dvlmuklm.® 

The ,'?fdc;/OTMo ftrUhiKutti {XI 11 , 3 . 4) cites several f/dt/ids in praise of a tliirrl 
iiiOHt pi>werfnl king of Pauclmltt l»y the name of .'i!ona Satrasalia who had perfor- 
foTiiied a horsc-sairifice on a very grand scale. When the King was performing 
the sacrifice, wearing beautiful garments. Indra revelled in the Sionui drink mid 
the BrahmaiuVH were satiatcfl with wealth (S. B. E., XblV, p. 4(M»}. Tw*o of 
the qiioted ill a Brahmana hint at the king having an army of 33.(KK> horses 

IIlid ibtKK) maibclail men. 


.\i;coitUng to the MnhflbhdrtiUi,' the imwcrfnl king of Panehala at the time of 
tlie Kwrukshetra liattle was Dnipada, from whose hands the iiortheni portion 
of his kingdom was wr^stial by the Kurus who had established their llrahmin 
tbirii, Droiia. as king. King Dnipada entered into a matrimonial alliance 
with the Kutna by nmrr>'ing his dangliter, Dranpadi. obW Pfitiehali. to the five 
E'andava brothers. Pancliala was at that time once attacked by Karpa. king of 
Anga. The mighty Karna with a large army boaeiged the Pahcliala country, 
defeated Dnipada in a battle, and exacted tribute from him and his saimnta. 
Subsequently Bhmiasena. in course of his eastern expedition, invaded the Pan- 
chala country and by various stmtagems brought it under his sway. During 
the Knrnkshctni war. King Dnipada of Paiichiila. then an ally of the Pandavas, 
helpcfl the Panilavas with his son. DhnHhtarlyumna and his aJeshauhini army. 
Dhrishtadyumiia was appointeil the Commander-iii-Clnef of the entire Pandava 
force. The battle proved, however, to Im a disaster for the royal family of 

— ___ ptitfjiadihJfiJii rihhfjira ifi. (Sill, 5, 4, «>. 
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Drupada and his military power. It goeii without saying that the neighbourly 
rivalry between the ruling elans c>f Kuril and Pafudiahi ileveloped into n war 
from time to time, aometimes the Kurus gaining supremacy over the Panchalas 
and sometimes the PancliaJas over the Kurus, without however, liaving ejected 
a permanent conquest,* 

The kingdom of Pahchiila coiitiiiiieil to exist even after tiie Kurukshetra 
war. The Jaina Vii'itlhattrtkuialfM mentions Kiirishena us the tentli chahra- 
lyirtiM (king overlord) of Paiicliala. According to the sa-tne imthoritj there 
arose another most i>owerful wirmWoionu king by the name of Brnlimadatta.® 
The Mahaummagga Jataka intradiices us to {.'hrdaiii Brahmadatta, the all'^iower- 
ful king of Uttara Panehala, who had established his supremacy almost all over 
Jambufivipa* One king Brahmadatta of Panchrda is meutioned also in the 
the (Jandatindii Jataka.* and the Jaina UtturStUitjityatw Srum,* 
The last-mentioned work describes him as a fortunate hut wicked king who 
having failed to act upon the w'lse counsel of his lieat advisers, was pnntshetl in 
hell. The Pali Jataka vividly narrates the ways in which he oppressiw) his stib- 
jecta by taxation and made them suffer terribly his general misrule. 

With the notoriety of Brahmadatta may be contrasted the noble tradition of 
Pravidiana JaivalT. the philosopher king of ^Puhchiila. to whom we are introduced 
in the Briliadaratiijaka’’ and ITpaidshads, 

It is certain that by the time of the rise of Buddhism. Pahchiiiu, like Kuru, 
Mtttsya. and the rest, attaiiusl the jaisition of a sclf^verning oligarcdiical re¬ 
public. Tint tiame of Panchala is aliowisl to figure proiiiiueiitly in the list of 
sixteen mahajauii[)adas, or posverfni countries.® Acconling to one of the Pali 
Jitakas, Panchala had n formidable army * consiating of ftHH-soldiers iimUimuti'}, 
men skilful in fight and in the use ol stdd wcafioiis ’ fWui- 

I'tjjVlahiitt Atird). * “ 

The Pafichalas fin^l metition in the ArthtmUtra of Kautilya us a ruling clan 
who repreHented a Sanglia or oligan^bical form of government.’* 'I’liis fact goes 
to prove that Pafichiila remained an Indepeiuleiit state at least for a century 
after the demise of the Buddha, f.e., until it w*a» conquered by Mahapadma 
Xauda*- and brought under the away of the monarchs of Mngadlia. As evidenced 
by Aj^oka’s R, K, XllL Panchala was not counted in the :ird century B, C. aiiioitg 
the territories that enjoyed semi-indeptmdence within the .Mimrya empire. The 
Gargi‘itawhU(i, composed in the 2nd or AnJ century A. ])., alludes to u (track 
(YaValia) invasion of Haketa, Panchala and Mathura, which must have taken 
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place ill po^it^Asokan times.' But in about the bepiniimi! of the Chnstiaii era, 
Northern Panchala rose into temporary Importanee under the rule of Asha^ha- 
iietm ‘■who Jieloiigeil to the royal family of AdhichdilmtTft {Ahidichhatral . 

In one of the two Pabhosa cave inseriptioiis of Asha.Jlm«ma. the king of Atlhi- 
chchhatni is deseribeit as the maternal nude of king Brihaspatiniitra. 
undonbtefllv then the paramount sovereign of Magadlia Wlonging to the . i ra 
dvnastv Thus the inacrlptiou eondusively proves that the royal family of- 
Northem Pauchala trii-d to eatablisli their position by entering into a matrimonial 
alliance with the'Mitras of Magadlia. It does not seem probable-that the HtatUE 
of Aslmdlmsena. the then king of Ahiehchhatm. was in any way higher than that 
of a “ guhematorial or feudatory to the Magadlia throne.’^ Beveral old 
coiiiB of the so-called Pafichala series, that “ are found in Oudh, the Basti district, 
and even Pataliputra, as well as in Pafichalaand bear the names of some 
Mitm kings, cannot W cited as conclusive evidence to prove that those- Mitras 

had then formed a local dynasty of North Pancliala. * . i - 

The kingdom of Panch&la must have sunk into oblivion during the Knshana|^ 
and <;upta age.s. and wc hear no more of it until Hinen Tsang came to leave In^hmd 
;raccount of the country of Abichchhatra in the 7th century A. l>. without 
gpecifving ita political position. Pauchala was destmeil. howe^-er. to become 
fte prinSpal ting<lon, n, India Imm about 840-910 A. 1). undar Bho). 

and his son. and to come again into importance in the l-2th ceiituiT nmler the 

Gaharwur kings.® 

5 Religion and Culture of Panchala 
At the verv dawn of ite history^ I’aucliala became n very imiiortaut centre 
of Vedic religion and culture. The BTahmins who had settleil in different parts 
of Pafuhfila and were patronised by its kings were to be counte.1 not by hundreds 
and thousands but bv millions.^ The Iirnh>m» reconls : * Speech 

sounds higher here among the Knru-Panchalasthe speiKrh denoting the reeita- 
tions of the Vwlie texts. The capita! of Pauchala vntnessed the pnrforniance 
of manv Aavamedl.a and Raiasuya sacrifices. The Gathas were composed and 
current among the pi^ople regarding the meritoriou-s acta and royal supremacy of 
some of its king-H, The Aitoreya and t^iiinkhayatm Ara}jyfikas introduce ua. to a 
famous Veilic teacher hv the name of Panchalachap<Ja.« The Itnhmldraiiytika 
and Chha>*dof,!to refer to Pravalmna Jaivall. the philosopher kmg of 

Panchala to whose court flocked many seekers of truth inchiding such great 
Brohmins as iMdalaka Arniii and his son f^vetaketn Arimeya.- ^ilaka halavatya , 

* Silii * Miilk-r. j"- '* *7 Kd B s'-rFur t hr li»l *>1 tin#' mmiihI it» l h«* 1>Alkhiilii rWW. *f* Curiii£ni1i*lll'ji 
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(’hrttkitAyaiifl IMllthvft iimJ Pravnlmmi .rnivali werft tlirw? men of liulift of 

their age. who were welt-verseil in Cdgitha or the isignitifaiiee of the nvystir ayll- 
nble. Diona. the gremt Brahniiii tearher of artUery of the Bpic fame, fieeajiH'. 
aeeording to the Muhfihhth^tUi, the king of rttara^Paftehala. Balthnivya who 
finilH mention in the Rih-Frati&ikhya m the author ctf tint Knimapatha of the 
Hig-Vedu \» eonncote<i hy the scholiast Uvata with Pahduila, Wdwr opincK 
that Biitjhravya Pafielirila, and the Pafu'hala people through him. took a leading 
part ill fixing and arranging the text of the JRiff-Vpth.^ The Mfthilhhfmtta. ttni, 

creilits (ia)ava. ft Pahehiik of the Bahhravya gotra ivith the authorship of the 
Kmiimpatlia,^ 

V^xtsvavana in his Adniostifro seems to suggest that the Kij/-1 etfo eanie to 

he aptly failed CJiaiu^JnhaftUi f The Sixty-foiir'J from the nrrougement of its 
hymns in eight .^shtjikas of eight chapters encli. which it had received at the 
hands of (tfilava-liabhraATa,® He frankly admits that hia own treatise. A’dmo- 
sjf/m, was only a later digest of an earlier elaborate treatise on the same subject 
composed by one Babbravya of Pafnrhala. the treatise which luimprlsed ISO 

chapters and was divided into seven sections, He thus admits that the great 
work of Babhravya fornuHl the grouted’work of his own Iwok One out of 
the seventy sections of the Knmamlifa. riz.. the t^niproyogika, covering about a 
fourth part of the whole work, is entirely taken from Babhravya. 

It is well observofl : " The Pafichaln people were evidently creilitwl in 
ancient times with extraordinary pow’cra in connection with matters relating 
to the sexes, extending even to a change of the natural sex, as we see iu the case 

(if Rikhandit^* * fhe son of the Pahchala king, Dnipafln. Polvaitdry, as wc see 

in the case of Draiipadi PahchalT, may be rc’gardeti as an ancient custom of this 
Paiichala country.’* 

When Hinen Tsang hail visited Ahichchliatra (t.e,. .Vorth Ikfichalu) in tins 
7tli century A.l).. it« inhabitants were a people w'ho loved religion, and were 

dneere and truthful.^ Hinduisni and Hmldhism fioiirislipd side by side. He 

flaw there about ten Saiiigharamas. coutHining 1,000 monks, belonging to the 
Inferior V-ehicle. and nine Deva temples W'ith S(M) sectaries, who were of the 
^aiva faith. The pilgrim definitely says that thase sectaries w'orshipped Tsvaro 
f,a„ Maliadeva, and belonged to the order of ‘ ashe.s-sprinklers ’ (Plisiijiata Aaivas). 
The place was known as a locality where Tatliagata had preached the J^iw for 
the sake of a Nnga-raja for seven ilnys. Beside thia spot were to Ih‘ seen four 
small stiipas.® 

in the -laiiifl. ViriiUmtirtlutkaljia, we liavo an interesting account of both 
Kampilya ami Ahiclichhatrfi as tw*o among the well-known Jaina tirtbas. .Ac¬ 
cording to the Jaina authority, .Ahh'liclihatra was the ptfisperous town in Kurn- 
jahgala where Lon! Parsvanatba was protected ibiring rain and storm causeil by 
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thi> fifiinon. Kanui^hii, by tlit* NuKH-kiiis DbaranrndrH, w1i<) hiniwlf i-omiH 

the bwiy of PaTCva and ?^prtwl hw thovisaiKi-hoodwl boml like- a <:anf>py over the, 
head of the great Tirtlmmkara* A hrick wall of Jiig-Jsag shape is said to have 
been ereeted over the ^mind traversed by the Xfiga king. Tlie Jaiiiii Sanigha 
caiiiiwi a shrine to he made in honour of Puniva. To the t«ust of this temple 
were seven Kiu.Hla,s full of pleasantly^ eool and elear water, where usetl to dwell 
sportful tortoisea. .\i»d within and without were many wells and large tJinks. 
Not far from this main shrine was imother temple in the Siildlia-kshetni of Parsva 
wlicre he was attmulcd by ItharanTniire and his wife IVlmavati- Near the 
briek'wal! was to tie wen an image of Atnba-devT with a lion as her vehiile along 
with an image of Neminntlwi. To the north of this shrine was a saered tank, 
the waters and soil of which vmM nire lefiro-sy. The IHiunvantarikriiMi. and 
Brahma-kumja in the neighbourhood possessed similar healing proprties. Fhe 
eity eontaine^i many IMndii temples of Hari. Ham. Hiranvagarhliii and Thandika 
und Brahma-knnda* and similar tirthas. This very city was known to be the 
birth]>la(e of the great liistii Krishna.‘ 

As for the city of Kain]alya we read that it was the place whioh was hallowed 
by tliese five Hiispicions iueidents in the life, of Vimalaiiatha. the J3tli 1 irthaiiikara, 
w*bo was a son of king Kritavarniim by hi.s <im-eti Somiulevi : Tbe dc» ent, the . 
nativity, the eoromition, the initiation, and the .finalioiHl. from which cirtnims- 
tame the eity eanie also to be known by the name of PaiVhft-kalyanaka. 

Kampilva is elaimed,as a city where Arshainitra, the iliswiple of Kaiindmya, 
who in ins turn was the cli.Hciple of the .Mahagiri teaehere of the Ukshimhara 
(‘haitya of Mithiia, enme to r^'side two Imndred and twenty years after the demiBe 
of MahiivTra. The same eity is rlaiinwi as the place where the Jama sauit, 
Canlabhali renounrwl the world and attained libemtion. It is also claimed as ^ 
a plaiw where prince (tagidi who afterwards l>ecame the king of Prishti champa, 
was lonverted to Jainisin by Caiitama. The nrthMjHi also claims it as the 
place of which the p»werf«l king, Diirniukha. iMuiaiiie a Pratyeka-Iiiuldha. It 
was ill this very eity that tire Jlnhiisatt Draiiiwlt. daughter of king Drupada, 
had ehoseii of her own aeeord five Panjavas as her husbands. Kfimpilya was 
known as tlie eity of which tire king Dharoiartubi was able to carry hw whole 
army to Kasi through the air by virtue of his piety, when the I^rd of Kaai picked 
lip a niiarrel with him for tire alleged fault of having lionoured an Image of the 

Jinendrtt.* 

1'he fame of Parielialu rcsteil not only on Its having Ireeii jvn early i^entre of 
Veilic learning and the science of erotica and eugenics but alsw on ite havHng 
Wconie an im]rertant, home of i-oetry^ ii> later times, say, during the reign of 
Bhoja, Kaja^khiim in hre t'h. III. has paid a glowmg tribute 
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to., .Ijjo n c 

I yitMnfirikitkalpft, 

a 



1*2 


FASt'KAl.-tts THKIH fAJ'lTAI. Alllf. H< H HATHA 

A8 th(‘ MHhri-uiimia}m» JutnUH ta iirovt^. Northern (S<»vith('ni .) I nil 

fihala With th* *- city of Kaiii|nlliya (Ktiinpilya) its ctijiitul whs u very 
home of Imiiuri pot^trv. 'SUny ftrertl jimi fjlaywnglits floiins ukI there 

under roval patronage : Kinp (-diam Bralim.uinlta of I ttura Panrhiilii is said 
to have mnploye.1 all the M poets of ability to a melodious l.m-soiig 

praisin>j the eMpiisite beauty of the primesH Pafit hHla-rliamU. whielK tia the story 
Koes. gained miirh popularity in Northern India*' This .JfitakH gives also a vivid 
description of a highly artistic tunnel (Mwowf^/w. Le., dug out from the 

Cliiiiges to the royal palace in Kampilya. 


6 Ahichchhatra and the so-called MITHJ coins 
The two PaldiosS eaves In the ntdghhmirlioofl fd Kaimmln preserve two 
insirlptions of Ashudhaseini. king of Adhichchhatrri. in mixed ilialect. The iu- 
scriptioiis reeonl the fact of dnlieation of tln^ eaves coiitorrHwl to the Kasyapiya 
Arhats by king Ashadhasena. In one of them the donor, king Asliadhasena, 
is intrwluced as the maternal imek of king Brihaspatimitra.'' and in the other 
we have mention of four generations of kings beginniiig with J^aunakriyana ; 
Ashfidlmwim, the son of king Bh&gavatn and V'aihidari ; Bhagavata, the son of 
Vangapala and Traivarni : Vahgapala. the arm of l^annakayatia * Allowing each 
king an average of twenty years as the jwriod of reign, it may be suggested that 
Ashaijlhascna and his three pretlecessors had reignerl in Ahichchhatra for about 
a century. King Brihasfiatimitra was undoubtedly a cot»teini>orary of Asliiidlia- 
sena, ami must liave been a king of a country otlier tbiii Aliiehchhutru or Ni>rth 
Pahehabi, From the manner of description it is clear that the raves were ex- 
cavaterl by Ashadhusiuin not in Ids own kingdom but in that of his nephew 
Briliaspatiniitra, The Hatliigiimpha inscription of Kharavelu refers to one Bri- 
haspatimltra as a contemporary king of Magadlni {M^yftilh*tn-chft rHjatniiii 
Bahanatimitutit). It is not astonishing at all that two of the ancient Indian 
coins found at KatiMiiiM Iwar the legend of king Bahus^itimita (Brihaspatimitra),* 
Similar coins hearing the legend of (ither Mitra kings have lieen ftiiimi at 
Katiaambi, at Avodhya, at Aiuhimbara. at Mathura, in Bohilkliand, ami chiefly 
at Ahichchhatra or Ramnagar. The so-called Pahelialu or Ahiehchliaira coins 
\ alone bear the legend of Dhrnvamitra, Sfiryandtra, PhalguiiTmitm, Hhanumitra, 
Bbutnimitra, Agiiimitra. Jayamltra. Indrainit™ iiinl Vishnnniitra, besides tho-w 
of Rudragupta, Bhadrughoslia and Viivapala. A coin of Brirvandtm has been 
found at Ayotlhya along with those of Katyarnitra, Saughaiuitra and Vijaya- 
mitra. Kausainbl can boast of two coins of Jyeahthamitra. fhie coin of Blmnu- 


I ITambiillt Jrtfalw, VL p. 4 Hi: Mjd mipuww knhiin^kArf tutSuih dnitA fikUnntik ” iAf^ 

fjuH i-Njy4«4pijrdtii«H SAfl. Tt jrn^jik Aiijt4Aij^ 

ffiAirii adAMt. wm^ liitl'Aili'a mmf*jj[amtintfTtfr *it iAM.i jvAwA. 

Kv«lin^ ffloditpd m tM lijshl of tikp wiition. 

* Ll^m' LiM lad,, VetL X. 5f«. 

* Jfrid.+ Ni^. JKfciV [ a i4 in thr WfM ini»tfiiii<r ap from lEnictiuKu-^ 

ihe Afvpiifiii Ahk'KclififitfiL. by Mr, M. L, Dpt (nVft Jtmrmnl of ikt. ladm, VoLIJ* Tliprain 

of [Viiir*l-p&l* puhbitfkCH^ hy Atfc-ll ((>1. t5rf India, F*!. ,XXV1F if may iLw l?r]oni£ to thr P»mfr iiairr^ Tlik rtrnriv 

jFtOvm tht hJaidfidity irf tbr UtVf< iqI .^pbiiiJhjuirnA nnii fkioir c^onoc^tlnTii willi Ahy'hrbhiitrA—^ 

^Cpnninpliitm, AHrpViilpp. 

(Alim. vp. ri7. I 107-»p clbtllwm the rafiiP uf Bpluppptitililr^ niitl liblinj^uipfi^ twp rtllm id iIipI nmmir. h k with the 
BeC[OlMl'^l^l^^T I* *»Hij(Ot^l tocIretA IfJk Brt\„ lk*l tbr Atiirhehhntrb ruler A^h^^Jkilwthii iVHii ronnrelf^—Ril,] 
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niitra falls to Mil' shore of Awtunibara. To Jbthura'H share are to he allotted 
t\io coiiift, one hearmfj the li^^end of tJoiiiitra. »nd the other that of Bra tuna tnitra. 

Who W(*n> those Mitra kings, and ean they he identified with the t>iihga and 
Suiigabhrityu Kanva kings nieiitioii«l in the Puriinas ? Were they the riders 
of AliiclH-hhatro cir North Panehilla. or were they rulers of some other country ? 
On these i^uestions ('unttinpham's findings are as followrs ; 


** A.S the eoitis which 1 nni now* * about to describe are found in Rohilkhand, 
and chiefly at Ahuhehhatra. Aonla. and Budaon, it is quite certain that they(*^ 
belong to North Pafichala. It liaa been suggested that they belong to the 
Surtgft kings, who rn1e<l over North India after the Maur\'as for 112 years, or fromi 
B. r. I7fi to flifl. But the assignment is uncertain, as only one of the coin names, 
Agnimitra, is foinul in the PurSnic liets of the ^^uftgas. The dates, however, 
agree aa all the coins have inscriptions in A^oka characters. 1 incline rather to 
assign the coins to a local dynasty of Princes, as they arc very rarely found 
beyond the limits of the North Pafichala, which would not be the case did they 
belong to the ptiraniount dvnasty of the i^uiigas.”^ 

The relegation of the Mitms of the corns to Ahichchhatra or North Panchala 
is now out of the question in the face of the clear evidence of the Pabbosa cave 
inscription of Ashiidhasena and the Hatliigumphfi inscription of Kharavela cited 
above. If Bahasatimita {Brihaspatimitra) of the coins be the same person as 
Bahasatimita of these two inscriptions, we cannot but take him to be a para- 
moniit king of Magadhh. Tlie connection of Indragnimitra and Bralmiamitra 
with Magadha mav be easilv inferred from the Bmlh Hayfl railing inscriptions 


of Kiiraiigi and KagadeA'i.* _ 

\s for the supposed connection of these kings with the Suhgas. Cunningham's 
finding is still the best and most sound in the field. The assignment is uncertain. 
The correspondence between the names of some of the Mitra kings of the coins 
and those of some of the Subga and Kanva kings mentioned in the Puranas was 
sought te be established thus by Jayaswal t 


Otjfi-cUkittfft 

Agnimitra 

BhSnumitra 

Jethamitra 

fihosha 

Bhadroghosha 

Indiamitra 

Devamitra 

Bhumirnitra 


fqriq&'iumD 

Agninutra 
' Vaaumitra 
f Vaaujyeshtha 
1 Bujye^shtha 
tlhosha 
(4hoshavasu 
Vairamitra 
Devabhuti 
Bhumirnitra 


1 frp. 70 

* Cmm4 o/ India, p. til- 

» BAniAk *ii«^ ]], p- tS. 

* Vfll, ni, JH. lY, ^ 4 "ft. 
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l*ASrHAl.A!4 ASIJ TUKttt rAIH'VAL AHAHtA 


'IMh* * proposf'H rorrt'sjmiuii'iH'f' n'stit on mi Ji«f*iiiiititiijn tlit* vulicHtv oJ wlilch 
k hi}?lily i]iit'stionHhk-. Jayiwwnl Iih^ )n>t suirtoifleil in ItrinfTm^i forw«rrl any 
r(-linklt‘ evidence either frcmi Inseripticvnfi or from literottire to eatabJish the iflon- 
titv of Kowhyarnitra, the foiiinler of the j^unga ctynasty, and BriliHsjJiitimitm 
of the eoins and inwriittioiin. Both Indmmltrw mill Aguiiiiitm of the eoiiis may 
hi‘ the same pewtm as tndragniinitni. whose wife Arya KiirafigT Hoiiatifil the 
Bodh <Jay5 railing. Brahmamitriu tiie au<i-es.-*or of Iiulragnimitra. who.ii- wife 
XagaiJevi. too. donati-d a pillar of the BtKlli (hiyfi railing, is iipimrently the stmiu 
king as Bralmiamitni of the voins. t.ihTonologiertlly the Bcalh tiaya railing is 
later than that of the Btiipa of Bhafhiit whieh was tiu i*rei-tion of the .^Uhga 
period. Similarly Sfirvamitra and Vi.shnuniitrii mentioned in the instription of 
Caiitainimitrn may he identified with their nunieKakes in the eoins, Thiid the 
lirobiem of the Mitra kings of the coins must be left where it stood in the days of 
riinningham. The Pabhosa caA'e iuseriptiou of .\shaijha.senu. the Lnscrription of 
(JttutamTmitmA and the Mora brick-tablet of Yasamirrur leave no room for 
doubt that these Mitra kings entered into matrimonial ulliuueeH with the rulera 
of Xortli Pahc^hala mid other neighbouring kiiigiloms. .And Professor Kay Clian- 
dhuri rightly observes : ** It is not known in what relationship most of these 
Mitra kings stood to one another or to the eelehrated fatnilies of the i^ttiigas and 
the KiinA'as.*'* 

The Clupper-coins discovered at Ahichchliatra bear the legend of king 
AchyutaA Vincent A. Smith* is inclined bi tliink that this Achyuta U no other 
-'I than .Acliyuta, a king of Northern loci in. who was uprootetl by Kamuflragupta.*' 

* K. O. JWaj MniiUT In IIIQ 

* VoijrL m p. 

* iH^oryof Amirwi j4lh Ed.)i f<- 

*fkr Imdmw Vial. t. |ip^ 

* Ibid.. VoL I. pp. 132-5. 

^ f warrr/rfiniMi p. li. 
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